
SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2020 BY REMOTE CONFERENCING (ZOOM)

MEETING HELD UNDER THE TERMS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND POLICE AND CRIME PANELS (CORONAVIRUS) (FLEXIBILITY OF AUTHORITY AND POLICE AND CRIME PANEL MEETINGS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2020
PRESENT: Councillors M Webberley (Chairman), L Gasson (Vice-Chairman), P Aaron, P Acton, R McNamara, K Ridout, I Suter, Unitary Councilor P Batstone, Footpaths Officer G Rains, Clerk D Green

In addition, there were six members of the public present.
628.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None
629. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
630. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2020 were approved.
631. MATTERS ARISING: 
The Chairman confirmed the good news that Dorset Council are now prepared to fund the cost of a Speed Indicator Device (SID) from the proceeds of an insurance claim. They have though proposed that the Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) at the eastern end of the village be removed once the SID has been installed.  The Council agreed to request the retention of the VAS until it fails or requires maintenance. The Clerk explained that there are different models of SID available and he would ask if a ‘VARIO’ type could be obtained which allows for messaging and interactive data downloads, rather than a basic model.

The Chairman had attended a meeting at Shillingstone Station to review the Station’s plans for the future. There was enthusiastic support for the proposed developments which were well presented and local residents were re-assured by pledges given. He had requested a set of slides which could be sent to all, but has been advised that these won’t be made available until a planning application is submitted. The Chairman had been advised that the running of trains will actually require a separate planning application from that required for the creation of track. 
632. ‘SILENT SOLDIER’ INSTALLATION REQUEST
The Chairman noted that since 1919 there had been a War Memorial in Shillingstone and a wreath had been laid every year to remember the considerable sacrifice of the residents of the village. He has himself laid the wreath for the last 8 years, and in 2018, 5 wreaths were laid to commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the end of the First World War. He noted that the Silent Soldiers introduced by the British Legion in 2018 were meant to be very poignant but temporary reminders of the sacrifices made. His personal view was that these are a that good way of annually marking the Remembrance occasion, if displayed for 6-8 weeks over the period, but lose impact if left in position all year round; the Chairman noted that the Parish Council had spent considerable sums restoring the War Memorial to its present good condition. 

It was noted that a meeting had been held between the representatives of the campaign for the Soldier purchase, a member of the Council and the Clerk at the War Memorial; during this meeting misunderstandings had arisen in relation to the requirements governing the installation of these symbols. The organiser of the campaign explained that a number of residents of the village who had funded the purchase had expressed support for the permanent display of the Soldier and that they are left in place all year round in some other villages.

A resident proposed that an improved commemoration of Shillingstone contribution to WWI could be considered involving a replacement artisan metal fence at the memorial site; there were craftspeople in the village who would be capable of producing something unique and bespoke.
This idea was supported by the Council and further ideas were requested. Cllr Suter suggested that the Parish Council website could include photographs and other archive records relating to the contribution of the ‘bravest village in England’. 

There were differing views among Parish Councillors as to whether the Silent Soldier should be given a permanent siting at the War Memorial. 

It was RESOLVED to seek the views of villagers as to how best Shillingstone’s role in WWI should be commemorated, and the Silent Solider should stay in place until at least the end of January 2021, to provide for opinion in the village to be considered.
It was noted that it was very difficult to properly discuss an issue such as this during the lockdown period, without face to face meetings taking place. 
633. PUBLIC SESSION
Chris Whitfield of the Tennis Club reported further regarding the damage to court perimeter fencing, which appeared to have been deliberate and which he has patched up as far as possible. The Tennis Club is seeking quotes to install a 3 feet high mesh fence to be attached to the existing structure to deter further damage. They may seek some Parish Council funding in relation to this and advise further as necessary.
634. UNITARY COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Batstone advised that Holloway Farm unlikely to be let in March 2021, more likely later in the year but an agreement with the Lavender Farm and the Bee-keepers for the use of some land had been possible.

There were on-going issues with the planning portal software which meant that property searches could not be conducted. The Clerk reported that he searched the database weekly for any applications involving Shillingstone. The Chairman expressed that the view that this was something of a ‘democratic deficit’ given that consultee comments cannot be made.

There had been difficulties with noise relating to a property in the village but the Local Authority has now intervened. 
635. FOOTPATHS
The Footpaths officer was unable to provide a report due to technical difficulties.
636. PLANNING
There were no new applications to consider.  The Clerk had enquired with the developers of the partially constructed and very untidy Westleigh site in relation what is planned for this development, but had not received any reply. 
637. FINANCES

i) a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 

	Date Paid
	Reference
	Payee Name
	 Amount Paid 
	Transaction Detail

	02/10/2020
	STD ORD
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £         333.00 
	Mowing

	02/10/2020
	BACS
	David Green
	 £           54.33 
	Expenses September 2020

	09/10/2020
	BACS
	Stacey Hankin
	 £         315.00 
	Cleaning

	09/10/2020
	BACS
	Gutter Cladding Company
	 £         200.00 
	Deposit - Pavilion guttering

	13/10/2020
	DEBIT CARD
	HM Revenue & Customs
	 £         178.80 
	PAYE Q2

	15/10/2020
	BACS
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £         150.00 
	Fix frog bin

	29/10/2020
	DEBIT CARD
	Water2business
	 £          222.90
	Water - Pavilion

	29/10/2020
	DEBIT CARD
	Water2business
	 £            86.50
	Water - Allotments

	30/10/2020
	BACS
	Stacey Hankin
	 £         100.00
	Pavilion cleaning

	30/10/2020
	BACS
	David Green
	 £         602. 68
	October pay


b) Payments approved:

Clerks expenses £ 37.50

c) Risk Assessment

An amended risk assessment was APPROVED
c) CiLCA
The Chairman noted that the Clerk has passed the CiLCA qualification and that a pay increase was APPROVED under contract. 

638. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Chairman reported that the Pod door will be replaced on 27th November and that the replacement of damaged guttering at the Pavilion will be in approximately 8 weeks’ time.

The Clerk reported that hedges had been cut at the Recreation Ground, though some further work was necessary. The ‘frog’ bin at Augustan Avenue had been secured after a report from a public-spirited resident concerning the bin having been persistently moved. The Clerk has thanked the resident for his assistance. 
639. CORRESPONDENCE
An enquiry from the Portman Hall committee regarding attendance at meetings had been circulated to the Council.

640. TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Review Silent Soldier and village commemoration progress

641. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting was confirmed as being on Thursday 3rd December 2020 at 7:30 pm, by Zoom

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:45 p.m.
Signed :                                                              Chairman                              Date:


